Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Thank you for inviting me to share with you my thoughts on 'Prospects and Priorities for the Humanisation of the International Order'. I speak to you today in a personal capacity, although I am a Vice-President of the European Parliament, a body which represents almost 500 million citizens from 27 Member States. 

Between 1996 and 1997 I was the European Parliament's rapporteur for the EU-China Strategy. During that time, I visited China, Tibet and Hong Kong on several occasions and sought to provoke a political dialogue with the Beijing regime with the line, "Not just business as usual, but also politics as usual". My report provoked a front page negative response in the People's Daily, which I regarded as a step in the right direction. 

In 2006, following reports of organ harvesting of prisoners, I accepted an invitation for a speaking tour in Hong Kong and Taiwan, part-financed by Falun Gong practitioners, preceded by a three day visit to Beijing (21-24 May 2006). 

While in the Chinese capital, I met two former prisoners of conscience, Mr Cao Dong (36) and Mr Niu Jinping (52), whose wife remains in Tiantanghe prison and who is regularly tortured. During this visit, I was also planning to meet Mr Gao Zhisheng, a Christian attorney, noted for his work on human rights and investigations into religious repression. However the head of the EU Mission in Beijing and several other ambassadors advised against this meeting, for Gao's safety. 

Since this tour, I have repeatedly raised the issue of persecution and religious freedoms in China with various authorities - including the UN - and organised a hearing in Brussels at which Wei Jingsheng (Sakharov prize-winner, 1998) spoke. 

On 15 August 2007, I held a press conference on the anniversary of Gao Zhisheng's arrest at the European Parliament’s office in London, featuring Hu Jia - a 2007 Sakharov prize nominee- on the telephone, via interpretation from the United States. 

I have recently returned from a five day speaking tour to Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Bangkok, as a guest of the Taiwanese government. It is from this trip, along with the many others to the region that I have made over the past ten years, from which I base today's speech. 

The International Order and Genocide 

The run-up to the five-yearly congresses are always a tense time for China's Communist Party, which has ruled with ruthlessness for 58 years, killing 70 million of its own citizens. This October's meeting has an undercurrent of tension over their 'legacy' between President Hu Jintao - who promotes a 'harmonious society' - and his predecessor Jiang Zhemin (1993 - 2003), who oversaw moves towards the current economic boom. The causes of the tension are the Darfur genocide which China has financed and assisted and the internal genocide against religious groups in China, especially the so-called 'evil cults'. 

In Darfur, it is generally accepted that over 200,000 civilians have been slaughtered during the last five years, many in random bombing raids by Chinese-built aircraft, some of them bearing UN insignia. In China itself, one Buddha-school movement has lost more than 3,000 of its practitioners under torture in 'administrative detention'. The Falun Gong is to the CCP what the Jews were to the Gestapo. 

The world is focussing on the August 2008 Beijing Olympics: it cannot ignore the fact that political responsibility for genocide which lies in the hierarchy of the CCP. 

Indeed, a report published in the UK on Friday by The Forum for Preventing Deaths in Custody showed that in England and Wales alone, between 500 and 600 people die every year in state custody. In China, the figure is far higher, although exact numbers are unknown, as the arrest of a citizen goes unrecorded - especially if it is one suspected of practicing Falun Gong. People simply disappear in China; another nameless victim of what will become the world's largest ever genocide. 

There is increasing evidence that the tide is turning against brutal regimes such as China. The rare displays of public defiance shown by the Monks in Rangoon and across Burma this week, who are marching in response to the beating of individual monks by the authorities in earlier protests arising as a result of an abrupt fuel price rise, could pose a direct challenge to the Burmese military authorities. As one United Nations official put it, the involvement of the monks, who occupy a revered place in Burmese society (even amongst the authorities who have generally allowed the monks to march without major interference) - could create "a perfect storm". As veteran democracy activist U Win Naing reiterated: "Unless the government is willing to compromise... then there could be chaos. So far the government has done nothing to ease the situation. All they do is try to oppress protests... rather than come up with solutions to solve problems for the poor." 

In my view, any crackdown on religions is a brutal mistake from a regime's standpoint, as it will lead almost certainly to its collapse. In any event, this is an issue of fundamental importance in the coming period. Recently, Beijing has modified its policy by promoting a "patriotic" or authorised Buddhism and on Friday (September 21) Beijing's decision to endorse a Catholic Bishop, Father Joseph Li Shan, the first for over 50 years to have tacit approval of the Pope and since China severed ties with the Vatican in 1951, amid anger at the Vatican's recognition of Taiwan. 

Beijing's decision to appoint a papally approved Bishop is probably connected to recognition of the role that religion can play in bringing down a regime. Just think of the Soviet Union in 1989 - Catholics in Poland and Protestants elsewhere across Eastern Europe had simply had enough. Faith cannot be killed. 

If anything has become clear in the first few years of the twenty-first century, however, it is that humanity and, by extension, the international order is still struggling to come to terms with what Winston Churchill once termed a 'crime without a name'; namely, genocide. 

Recent Developments - Genocide 

According to the 1948 Convention, genocide is any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: 

(a) Killing members of the group; 

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group; 

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part; 

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group; 

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group. 

Article II, 1948 United Nations Genocide Convention 

Article III of the Genocide Convention states that the following acts are punishable: 

(a) Genocide; 

(b) Conspiracy to commit genocide; 

(c) Direct and public incitement to commit genocide; 

(d) Attempt to commit genocide; 

(e) Complicity in genocide. 

For a party to be found guilty of perpetrating the crime of genocide, it has to (1) carry out one of the aforementioned acts, (2) with the intent to destroy all or part of (3) one of the groups protected. As Pulitzer Prize winner and author of A Problem from Hell: America and the Age of Genocide, Samantha Power maintains, all that matters, in the eyes of the law, is that one set of individuals intends to destroy the members of a particular group on the basis of who they are; not on the basis of anything that they have done. 

I am particularly heartened by recent events in Cambodia and Rwanda. The arrest on Wednesday of Nuon Chea, the most senior surviving member of the notorious Khmer Rouge regime as part of a UN-backed genocide investigation, is proof that no-one who commits war crimes or crimes against humanity can rest easy. Approximately 2 million people - 25-30% of the country's population - died during Pol Pot's Beijing-backed "Year Zero" revolution as his dream of transforming the Southeast Asian nation into an agrarian peasant utopia descended into the nightmare of the "Killing Fields". 

The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), which will be responsible for trying Nuon Chea, was set up as an independent new court using a mixture of Cambodian staff and judges and foreign personnel under an agreement signed by the UN and Cambodia. It is designated to try those deemed most responsible for crimes and serious violations of Cambodian and international law between 17 April 1975 and 6 January 1979. Under Cambodia's essentially French legal system, investigating judges will spend months reviewing prosecution charges against the detainees and compiling evidence. Only when their work is complete will the defendants appear in court for a full trial. 

On September 20 the UN-backed International Tribunal on Rwanda sought the extradition from Germany of Augustin Ngirabatware, Rwanda's planning minister during the 1994 genocide when an estimated 800,000 people were killed within 40 days, 500,000 of them in two weeks. A co-founder of the Rwandan radio station (Radio Milles Collines) that repeatedly called for the murder of Tutsis, Ngirabatware is also accused of providing weapons for ethnic Hutu militiamen. Rakiya Omaar, the director of African Rights in Kigali, stated that his arrest: "is an important step that reflects the growing determination in Europe to ensure that (Germany) does not become a sanctuary for fugitives fleeing genocide justice". African Right and REDRESS have a joint project aimed at European capitals which tries to encourage European Union countries to address the presence of Rwandan genocide suspects in the block, and I fully support their work. In fact, their attempts to document the mass atrocities committed during the Rwandan genocide are mirrored by the Falun Gong movement who are cataloguing all of the crimes committed against their people so as to ensure that impunity for serious international crimes, including Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and torture is brought to an end. 

In my opinion, there has for many years now been genocide in China. Beijing is the most murderous regime in world history. It was responsible for the deaths of 70 million of its own people – 38 million from starvation - and now thousands in Darfur and elsewhere. 

Genocide in China 

I am here because last year I met former prisoners in Beijing, who had been imprisoned and tortured for practising Falun Gong. More than 3000 practitioners have died as a result of torture in China’s jails since a cruel repression began in 1999. They are the only prisoners to be given a blood and blood pressure test, and thus become a source of body parts for the Peoples Liberation Army’s booming organ transplant industry. This is genocide in a country which also exports genocide. 

Falun Gong are to the Chinese Communist Party now what the Jews were to the Gestapo in the Second World War: non-human. Non-persons, whose death invites no comment. 

The US State Department's International Religious Freedom Report of 2007, published September 14, states that "at least half of the 250,000 officially recorded inmates in the country's reeducation through-labor camps are Falun Gong adherents (although Falun Gong sources overseas place the number as even higher at 700,000). The organization reported that its members have been subject to excessive force, abuse, rape, detention, and torture, and that some of its members, including children, have died in custody. In March 2006 U.N. Special Rapporteur on Torture Manfred Nowak reported that Falun Gong practitioners accounted for 66 percent of victims of alleged torture while in government custody". 

The treatment of Falun Gong practitioners, along with all other religious groups banned by the Chinese Communist Party, is literally unbelievable. To which I say this: there exists a growing log of witness statements, photographs, names - of both victim and perpetrators - and dates of injuries sustained. I have seen this list with my own eyes and will do my best to ensure that it finds itself in the hands of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, Luis Moreno-Ocampo. 

The ICC 

This takes me to my next point. The establishment of a permanent International Criminal Court (ICC) in July 2002 to adjudicate the (alleged) perpetrators of crimes such as those detailed above is the natural culmination of a global community which considers international institutions as increasingly representative of universal norms and values and, thereby, the most appropriate conduits through which to dispense justice, inflict punishment and deter future atrocities. 

International law is no longer simply seen as a law that governs relations between states. It is instead today a way to realise moral principles across borders. 

I have a particular interest in the International Criminal Court given that it is part funded by the EU Democracy and Human Rights Initiative, an instrument which I founded in 1992 to help democratise the ex-Soviet bloc but which is now aimed towards Asia and the Arab world. 

In 2007, the programme 'Support to global civil society campaigns designed to ensure the effective functioning of the International Criminal Court' was given €4 million to continue strengthening the international framework for the protection of human rights, justice and the rule of law, and the promotion of democracy in accordance with EU priorities. 

Since 1995 (when a specific budget line was created by the European Parliament to that end), the EU has provided over 20 million Euros under the European Initiative for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) for projects aimed at supporting international criminal justice. Significant funds have been used to promote the ratification of the Rome Statute, particularly by funding global NGO activity through organisations such as the Coalition for the International Criminal Court and No Peace Without Justice and promoting awareness-raising among parliamentarians through Parliamentarians for Global Action. The Commission has also supported the ICC through funding a “Clerkship and Visiting Professionals’ Program” aiming to send legal practitioners from developing countries to the Court. 

The EU is committed to supporting the strengthening of domestic judicial capacity in countries where the ICC has commenced investigations. This is to ensure that local jurisdictions can, according to the principle of complementarity, deal themselves with the crimes which will not be addressed by the ICC. As an example, the EIDHR is currently funding a Belgian NGO, Avocats sans Frontieres, to help strengthen and reform the criminal judicial system in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The Rapid Reaction Mechanism has also provided short-term support to the reconstruction of criminal justice in Ituri (Democratic Republic of Congo). 

Incidentally, on 17 March 2006, Thomas Lubanga, the former leader of the Union of Congolese Patriots militia in Ituri, became the first person to be arrested under a warrant issued by the International Criminal Court, for allegedly “conscripting and enlisting children under the age of fifteen years and using them to participate actively in hostilities". 

To date the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court has so far opened investigations into just four cases: Uganda, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic and Darfur. On Friday, Luis Moreno-Ocampo once again reiterated his call for the arrest of Sudan's Minister of State for Humanitarian Affairs, Ahmed Haroun, first issued on May 2 2007. The Court have reasonable grounds to believe that Haroun is individually criminally responsible for twenty counts of crimes against humanity and twenty-two counts of war crimes, including murder, persecution, forcible transfer of population, rape, inhumane acts, imprisonment or severe deprivation of liberty, torture, attacks against the civilian population, destruction of property, pillaging, and outrage upon personal dignity. The issue of a warrant for his arrest in May, came alongside that of Ali Kushayb, a former senior Janjaweed commander, who is accused of ordering killings, rapes, and looting also. 

It is an insult to injury then that earlier this month, the Sudanese government announced that Haroun would lead an investigation into human rights abuses in Darfur. As Minister of State for Humanitarian Affairs, he is responsible for overseeing Darfur's two million internally displaced persons; aid agencies have already accused him of hindering their efforts to bring relief to the displaced. 

As of August 2007, only 104 of the 191 states recognised by the UN have ratified the Court; Japan will become the 105th state on 1 October 2007. I take this to be a sign of increasing democratisation in the Asia region - although I remain disconcerted that China so far belongs to the group that have refused to ratify it: India and the US being two of the others. In spite of this, I am utterly convinced that a free and democratic China is just around the corner. The world's biggest country is becoming explosive, with tensions arising from huge distortions in wealth leading to corruption, a collapsing environment and universal repression of any dissent. A recently leaked official report said that some 90,000 impromptu demonstrations in rural areas took place within a recent 12-month period. These were primarily against expropriation of land and corrupt officialdom. 

I believe that the Chinese authorities will one day experience what murderous Sudanese officials are now doing so in Khartoum. But this requires that we strengthen the powers of the ICC as much as possible. 

The ICC and the UN 

The ICC is legally and functionally independent from the United Nations. Nonetheless, the Rome Statute grants the UN a clear role in relation to the Court. The Security Council may refer to the Court situations that would not otherwise fall under the Court's jurisdiction (as it did in relation to the situation in Darfur, which the Court could not otherwise have prosecuted as Sudan is not a state party). Article 16 of the Rome Statute also allows the Security Council to require the Court to defer from investigating a case for a period of 12 months. Such a deferral may be renewed indefinitely by the Security Council. 

The Court cooperates with the UN in many different areas, including the exchange of information and logistical support. The Court reports to the UN each year on its activities, and some meetings of the Court's governing body, the Assembly of States Parties, are held at UN facilities. The relationship between the Court and the UN is governed by a “Relationship Agreement between the International Criminal Court and the United Nations”. 

A Call for Action 

We owe it to the victims of genocide that their suffering will not go unpunished; that the perpetrators of crimes against humanity face their judgement day too, that they be sentenced in the International Criminal Court. My final point is this. A common criticism directed towards institutions like the UN and the European Parliament is that they do not do enough when confronted with a human rights crisis such as the one staring us in the face in China today. Yet, institutions are only as strong as their constituent parts, or member states in this case, allows them. 

Background to EIUC 

EIUC, identified by the EC Regulation N° 1889/2006 of the European Parliament and the Council establishing a financing instrument for the promotion of democracy and human rights worldwide, is the main European academic institution supported by the European Union to pursue the continued promotion of human rights and democratisation through education, specialised training, research cooperation, and an expanding range of other activities. It is committed to fostering a community of leaders with professional competence, problem-solving capacities and creativity to improve human rights implementation worldwide. 

The European Master’s Programme in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.MA) is the primary programme of EIUC. It is an intensive one-year advanced master’s programme to educate 90 professionals annually in the field of human rights and democratisation. It is an inter-disciplinary programme that reflects the indivisible links between human rights, democracy, peace and development.
