"The European Model for the future of China and its neighbours"- keynote speech by Mr Edward McMillan-Scott MEP (Conservative/EPP-ED Group) for the "2007 International conference on Human Rights in Tibet", 8 September 2007, Taipei. (Mr McMillan-Scott is Vice-President of the European Parliament responsible for EuroMed Parliamentary Assembly and EU National Parliaments, Member of the EP’s Human Rights and Foreign Affairs Committees; founder of the $200m EU Democracy and Human Rights Instrument; EP rapporteur EU/China 1996 -1997) 
PLEASE READ AGAINST DELIVERY
Religion will do for China what it did for the Soviet bloc
The European Union is the world’s only multinational democracy, now including 27 nations and with many applicants for membership.  It grew out of centuries of war, but in particular the Second World War caused by the genocidal Nazi regime and its aftermath, the division of Europe into competing blocs.

The Cold War left half of the continent in misery – political, economic and social – under the communist system, presided over by successive Soviet despots. This system came to an end without bloodshed and almost overnight in November 1989: it was brought down by Catholics in Poland and Protestants across Central and Eastern Europe.

The people had simply had enough, and dragged down the totems of communism from Moscow to Dresden to Timisoara.  You cannot kill religious faith and if you try, history tells us so recently, it will kill you.
I worked with reformers across the ex-Soviet bloc before its collapse, and set up the $200 million  EU Democracy and Human Rights Instrument to aid transformation. It also funds the International Criminal Court – a new mechanism in world history. The time has come to direct this programme on China and its repressive neighbours.

I am convinced from my numerous visits to China and its neighbouring countries, whether Hong Kong, Tibet or Taiwan, that the endgame for the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) is now underway.  Beijing is the most murderous regime in world history.  It was responsible for the deaths of 70 million of its own people – 38 million from starvation - and now thousands in Darfur and elsewhere.
In preparation of my report on the EU-China strategy, I visited Tibet in 1996 and was the first politician to do so, following a three year freeze on visits. This came about because I told the regime that I would otherwise visit Taiwan for the first democratic elections that year. 

I am here because last year I met former prisoners in Beijing, who had been imprisoned and tortured for practising Falun Gong.  More than 3000 practitioners have died as a result of torture during ‘re-education’ in China’s jails since a cruel repression began in 1999. They are the only prisoners to be given a blood and blood pressure test, because they are a source of body parts for the Peoples Liberation Army’s booming organ transplant industry.  This is genocide in a country which also exports genocide.  
All of those with whom I had contact last year have suffered.

I talked to well-known Christian attorney Mr Gao Zhisheng, arrested last August and convicted of ‘subversion’. He repeats in his book “A China More Just” (2007, Broad Press USA) an Open Letter to Chairman Hu Jintao and Premier Wen Jiabao of October 2005: “We must face the fact that in this diastrous persecution of Falun Gong practoitioners,  evil reigns.  This unremitting, inhuman evil has not only brought tragedy to countless men and women who practice Falun Gong – many of whom have lost their lives – but has also tarnished the image of our government and our nation.”

He says the last systematic religious repression was that of the Jews by the Gestapo.
The European Union offers the hope of a better way for all the sinic peoples – in China and its neighbours.  A future based on democracy, human rights, the rule of law and fundamental freedoms.  Indeed, these are the EU’s foreign policy priorities.
The European Parliament (EP) has been proactive in raising the issue of Tibet and condemning the repeated human rights violations conducted by the Chinese in Tibet.

As Vice-President of the European Parliament, I feel it right to draw attention to EP resolutions concerning China, Tibet and in particular religious rights in Tibet. 

In 2005, the Dalai Lama – whom I have met several times and profoundly respect - said that Tibet was not seeking independence but was looking for devolved autonomy for the Autonomous Region of Tibet. That is an understandably modest aspiration. 
The CCP has no excuse for committing atrocious abuses of civil and political rights. The Foreign Affairs Committee, of which I am the EP's longest-standing member, called upon the Chinese government to intensify its positive engagement in substantive negotiations regarding the demands of the Dalai Lama for autonomy for Tibet. 
The EP echoed Tibetans' demands that ethnic, linguistic, religious and cultural identity be preserved and respected.  This request follows the basic right to self-determination, covered in Article 1 of both the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) which, in spite of strong international pressure, China – the occupying power in Tibet since 1950 - has so far refused to ratify. 

Whilst laws and regulations on regional ethnic autonomy were adopted by the government of the People's Republic of China, many of these contain conditions that impede or undermine their implementation.

An example of the active role the Foreign Affairs Committee has held in the field of human rights in China can be illustrated by its calls for the EU to ensure that its trading relationship with China is contingent upon human rights reforms.  

Additionally, it requests of the other European institutions, namely the Council and the Commission, to raise the issue of Tibet and to actively support the strengthening of the dialogue between the Chinese Government and envoys of the Dalai Lama.
China-Tibet dialogue

The common view held by the European Union is that it is only through a process of dialogue and the search for pragmatic solutions, with both the Dalai Lama and the Chinese Government involved, that a peaceful and sustainable agreement can be reached.  It is important for both sides to participate in dialogue and for the rest of the world to facilitate the dialogue. One important point that has been raised time and time again is that open and direct dialogue should not be subject to any precondition and should resume as soon as possible. Any decision to initiate a human rights dialogue has to be taken on the basis of the grounds that there is a genuine commitment on the part of the authorities of the countries concerned, to improve the human rights situation in the country. 

EU-China dialogue
In the EP's view, human rights dialogues are one of a range of instruments which the EU may use to implement its human rights policy, and therefore constitutes an essential part of the European Union's overall strategy of promoting sustainable development, peace and stability. The universality, individuality and indivisibility of human rights, not only civil and political rights but social, environmental, economic and cultural rights also, must be upheld and promoted. 
The Foreign Affairs Committee reported on 30 July 2007 that the matters discussed in the successive rounds of dialogue with China, such as ratification of the United Nations ICCPR, reform of the criminal justice system, including the death penalty and the system of re-education through work, freedom of expression, particularly on the internet, freedom of the press, freedom of conscience, thought and religion, the situation of minorities in Tibet, Xinjiang and Mongolia, and workers’ and other rights, must continue to be raised in the context of the dialogue, in particular with regard to the application of the recommendations resulting from previous dialogues and seminars on legal affairs.

The European Parliament, and in particular the Foreign Affairs Committee and its Human Rights Sub-Committee, have repeatedly emphasised the need to strengthen and improve the EU-China human rights dialogue considerably. All European institutions are currently reflecting on their ways of improving the dialogue.  Some countries consider abandoning their human rights dialogues with China because they are fruitless.
As you may know, the EP’s February 2007 Resolution
 also urges the Council Presidency to adopt a Declaration indicating how the EU could facilitate progress towards a peaceful and negotiated solution for Tibet, as well as issuing an annual report which would include information on progress made in the dialogue. This way, the European Union would provide a monitoring mechanism enabling dialogue effectiveness.  

In order to become more involved in the cause, we have called for the appointment of an EU Special Representative for Tibet who would continuously follow the situation in Tibet, thereby providing a platform from which Tibet would be more visible to Europe and the rest of the world. 

Religious Freedoms
In 2005, a Joint Motion for Resolution on breaches of human rights in China, in particular as regards freedom of religion was adopted by the EP.
 Respect for human rights is a fundamental principle of the Union and a key priority of EU policies.  For this reason, all parties of the European Parliament stand united when violations occur. The resolution addresses China's complete disregard for human rights and calls upon the Chinese Government to end its persistent breaches in the field of freedom of religion. 

It rightly points out that China has a "long philosophical and religious tradition".  Unfortunately, the CCP continues to practice religious persecution. All churches and religious communities have been affected, including Christian, Tibetan Buddhists, Muslims and others – except those which are under the control of the CCP.
It denounces China's new Regulations on Religious Affairs, which came into effect on 1 March 2005, as having tightened government control on religious activity. The motion calls on the Chinese Government to put an end to religious repression and to ensure that it respects international standards of human rights as well as religious rights, guaranteeing democracy, freedom of expression, freedom of association, freedom of the media and political and religious freedom in China. 

The report of July 2006 on EU-China Relations of the Foreign Affairs Committee reiterated its concern about the intensification of the so-called “patriotic education” campaign since October 2005 in Tibet’s monasteries and nunneries.
Other instances of serious human rights abuses in Tibet were examined, including reports of torture, arbitrary arrest and detention, house arrest and other non-judicial surveillance of dissidents, detention without public trial, repression of religious freedom and arbitrary restrictions on free movement. 
In the same report, China was urged to allow an independent body to have access to Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the Panchen Lama of Tibet, and his parents, as requested by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.  Whilst many cases of human rights violations are brought to the EP's attention, the EP is aware of the strict controls exercised by the Chinese Government over information about and access to Tibet, and of the difficulty to determine accurately the scope of human rights abuses.

Although China claims to have decided to have all death penalty cases reviewed by the Supreme Court, the European Parliament remains concerned that China is still the world's foremost executioner. The Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2006 and the EU's policy on the matter, of April 2007
, stresses that China's human rights record remains a matter of serious concern. Despite significant economic reforms in China, political and human rights concerns still persist regarding such matters as political imprisonment, forced labour, freedom of expression and religion, rights of religious and ethnic minorities, including Tibetan Buddhists, the Laogai camp system and allegations of organ harvesting.  The Chinese regime today operates more than 300 secret detention camps in which up to 700,000 people are held.  
These concerns and gross violations of human rights are to receive more focus in the build-up to the Beijing Olympic Games. The Chinese Government promised in 2001 that their human rights records would improve when the Beijing Olympics 2008 were awarded - the very word "awarded" suggests that the country earned international respect to hold the Olympics. 
In its 2002 Olympics Action Plan, the PRC committed itself to promoting Chinese culture and heritage, citizens' awareness of national solidarity, and the protection of minority nationalities' rights in its China Olympic Report Card. However,  a report by Race for Tibet published in March 2007 claims that there is a misrepresentation of historical, cultural and political relationship between China and Tibet. The reports states that "China is using the Olympics to misrepresent the unique Tibetan culture as Chinese" and denounces the "ongoing crackdown on religious practitioners"
.

Respect for human rights in China falls short of accepted international standards in the areas of both civil and political rights.  Freedom of expression, association, religion, internet use, and the press are heavily restricted; ideological debate is strictly limited by the state.  In my view, the EU should now begin a debate about a boycott of the 2008 Olympics, unless by Christmas there is significant and profound change.
China’s internal situation must be improved by strengthening the indigenous process of democratisation and, above all, by implementing the regime’s social programme, endorsed by the stooge National People’s Congress. This claims to be in favour of the backward countryside in order to serve the Chinese population and to promote stability in the regions, and also by minority protection and cultural diversity, especially in the regions of Tibet and Xinjiang. 
A credible and responsible human rights policy can be restored in China only by respecting the basic rights of its citizens, as enshrined even in the Constitution of the People’s Republic. Removing all ambiguities from Article 36 is required, as well as implementing the law that "No state organ, public organization or individual may compel citizens to believe in, or not to believe in, any religion, nor may they discriminate against citizens who believe in, or do not believe in, any religion'" thereby making a reality of Art.36(1), that the "Citizens of the People's Republic of China enjoy freedom of belief." 

China and its neighbours could enjoy the freedom, peace and security now being enjoyed by some 500 million Europeans: the model is there, as well as the warnings.
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